
FINAL LESSON PLAN 

This lesson plan is to help graduate students and university faculty in Kazakhstan to achieve greater success in 
preparing research to submit to international academic journals published in the English language.  

MATERIALS 

Computer, overhead 

OBJECTIVE 

Students will be able to rewrite long, complex paragraphs of academic prose and simplify them to eliminate clumsy 
grammar, to enhance style and readability, and to achieve greater clarity and reader comprehension. 

WARM-UP  

[Read a short letter from the editor of a top-tier American academic journal to a researcher. Display in easily 
readable text. Have students with good reading and diction skills help read this or read it slowly and clearly 
myself.]  

  

Dear Mr. X,  

Thank you for submitting your article, Frowns Greet New J-Grads in Magazine Job Market, for consideration in 
Journalism Educator. We have a stack of other articles submitted by professors from across the country, but 
yours is so interesting and well-written that we plan to publish it in the very next edition and make it the lead 
article – the No. 1 article in the journal.  

Would you like to receive a letter like that next time you submit an article to a top-tier international journal? 
Would you like to know what it was specifically that appealed so much to the editor? Let's read the first 150 words 
of the article and see if we can figure it out.  

[Again, display in easily readable text. Have students with good reading and diction skills help read these 
paragraphs or read it slowly and clearly myself.]  

 Many magazine editors are not pleased with the quality of journalism graduates being sent out into the job 
market. 

“After years of experience hiring junior editors with degrees in journalism, I have concluded that we're better off 
taking English majors. And I know several colleagues who share this attitude,” said the editor of Boating 
magazine, Richard L. Rath. “Unhappily, a degree does not guarantee that the recipient understands even the 
most basic grammar and punctuation!”  

Indeed, 57% of the magazine editors recently surveyed agreed that journalism graduates are poorly prepared or 
not prepared at all to handle magazine editorial positions, and that opinion was shared by small and large 
publications, alike (Table 1).  



The editor of Good Housekeeping, John Mack Carter, said the only way he would hire a recent college journalism 
graduate would be if the individual were “the offspring of my company president.”  

Follow-up discussion questions: 

Why do you think the editor was so excited about this article? Let's go around the room quickly, and everyone give 
me one word that might describe this style of writing? [Then ask students who have suggested words such as 
“simple” or “clear” to explain further.] Explain in more detail how you think it compares with other academic 
articles you have read or perhaps even written? Would it surprise you to know that this 28-year-old researcher was 
only in his first semester of his master's curriculum when he wrote this but that he himself had a journalism degree 
and had already worked as a newspaper reporter and editor for 4 years? Why or why not? Why might this 
approach be helpful for other academic writers? 
 
 
OBJECTIVE DISCUSSION 
 
That article was actually one that I wrote in 1978, nearly 40 years ago. I was concerned, almost scared to submit 
the article, even though I was encouraged by my professor to do so. Why do you think I felt so anxious? … 
However, the journal editor's response taught me an important lesson that I have used throughout my academic 
career. What do you think those lessons might be? … I recently co-authored a fairly technical book, the title of 
which sounds kind of scary. Its title is Handbook of Research on Human Social Interaction in the Age of Mobile 
Devices. Frankly, I did not like the title. Why do you think I objected to the title? ... Yes, I thought the title was too 
complex and hard to quickly comprehend. How do you think I tried to write my seven chapters? ...  

So, what do you think my lesson objective might be today in helping you achieve greater success in preparing 
research articles for international academic journals published in English? … Why do you think this might be even 
MORE important for academic writers who are not native English speakers and are trying to get research published 
in English-language journals?... 

By the time we conclude our class time this week, I want you to be able to take a more typical long and complex 
paragraph from an academic journal article, simplify its grammar and vocabulary, and make it more readable and 
easier to comprehend. At first we will have you form teams and work on this together. Then you will try another 
paragraph by yourselves and review each other’s work, and I will help out as you might desire. Then we will review 
and critique some of your individual assignments anonymously as a class. And on Friday I will provide you another 
paragraph to rewrite as part of a graded quiz.   

Next week we will do some more rewrite exercises as we also begin talking about how to write a complete 
research article. Later in this course, you will have a chance to prepare some of your own research to submit for 
review by classroom peers first and then for my review and assessment. How do you think I'll want you to write? … 
Yes. During the course you will write and submit different pieces of a typical article. It can be brand-new research 
you have completed, or you can rewrite research you have done in the past – perhaps research you have 
completed but not successfully gotten published. If you lack real data from past or current research, for this course 
you can use data that you might expect to get by the end of your research study or perhaps use data from a similar 
study completed elsewhere by other researchers. But the writing must be your own. Your first assignment, which 
will be due in 4 weeks, will be to prepare a Literature Review. This should be a real literature review for your own 
research – past, present or upcoming. You may add to the Literature Review later, but for now it should include no 
fewer than six sources. Then subsequent assignments, due every 2 weeks, will be, in order, your Methodology, 
then your Findings, then your Conclusions. Then you will go back and write your Introduction and, finally, your 
Abstract. Why do you think I'll have you write your Introduction and your Abstract last? … With each submission 
you will hand in your References, most of which will come with your Literature Review, but which may grow as we 
proceed through the course. Do you have any questions? … You all probably have lots of additional questions, but 
we will take this one step at a time. This week we will focus on simplifying other researchers' writing. We will do 



some more such assignments the following week as we also discuss how to complete your subsequent 
assignments. By the end of the course, if you have real data to work with, you will ideally have a journal article 
ready to submit or resubmit, as the case might be. How might this process be of value to you? ... 

 

INSTRUCTION & MODEL 

Already we have looked at an example of simple academic writing by a former journalist (me) who is now a 
professor. How does journalistic writing typically differ from most academic writing? Why do you think it’s 
different? In writing more simply, are journalists restricted from writing about complex topics? There are several 
important reasons why academic writing would benefit by being simplified, as well: 

·         Readability and skimmability. Everyone, including academics, are in a hurry. The simpler we write, the easier and 
quicker it is for anyone to skim or read an article, as they might prefer. [Show examples of unnecessarily complex 
writing with simplified options.] 

·         More likely to be grammatically correct. Especially for writers for whom English is NOT their native language, 
shorter sentences, simpler paragraphs, and shorter, more common words will be more likely to avoid misuse and 
misspelling of words, errors in punctuation, and incorrect grammar. [Show example of complex paragraph and 
discuss grammatical and other errors that simpler writing might have avoid.] 

·         More likely to be published. If an editor or reviewer has to stop too often or reread material too often in order to 
understand what you are saying, the article will likely be rejected. 

What do you think of this paragraph? I will give you a few minutes to read it and gather your thoughts. [Show on 
overhead and hand out a copy since it is quite long and they may want to make notes on the handout.]  

Thus, the EAEC agency of the Eurasian Economic Union is not the equivalent of the EU’s politically independent 
executive body, the European Commission, which functions as the guardian of the agenda and the guardian of 
the treaties. The fact that the EAEC is not similar to the European Commission has two consequences. First, the 
absence of an independent supranational guardian of the agenda could result in an uneven progression of the 
integration process. International experience shows that integration may move expeditiously when the 
economic situation is stable and member states’ enthusiasm for trade liberalization is high. In times of economic 
crisis, however, member states fully dedicate their resources to resolving their domestic problems and often 
neglect their integration agenda. Second, the European Commission, in its function as the guardian of treaties, 
serves an important role in enforcing member-state compliance with the EU’s norms, as it has the right to 
investigate and commence proceedings before the Court of Justice of the European Union against any member 
state that fails to follow EU law. The lack of analogous authority within the EAEU could lead to the failure to 
ensure fulfillment of the obligations of member states or proper application by them of the provisions of EAEU 
law. 

What are your thoughts about this first version? Here is a much simpler revised version of the paragraph. What 
changes jump out to you? How do you think the changes help or hurt this paragraph? [Discuss the changes in 
writing, also why the authors chose to delete entire sentences from the paragraph and why that may be necessary 
in students’ academic writing, as well.] 

The EAEC agency of the Eurasian Economic Union is not the equivalent of the European Union’s politically 
independent executive body, the European Commission, which may in particular enforce EU law by monitoring 
the application of EU law and, where necessary, commencing proceedings before the Court of Justice of the 



European Union against any member state that fails to follow EU law. The lack of analogous authority within 
the EAEU could lead to failure to ensure proper fulfillment by EAEU member states of the provisions of EAEU law. 

Roy Peter Clark, an American writer, editor and teacher of academic writing: Prune the big limbs and shake out all 
the bad leaves. Precision comes from selection not from compression. In this case, what big limbs did the authors 
prune, and what leaves did they shake out? Are there additional limbs and leaves you think he could eliminate? If 
so, what are they? 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

[This lesson plan is to help graduate students and university faculty in Kazakhstan to achieve greater success in 
preparing research to submit to international academic journals published in the English language. This is being 
demanded by the national Ministry of Education and is quite a challenge for professors and grad students. In my 
Instruction/Modeling assignment last week, I got confused and included my guided practice. So, if you reviewed 
my assignment last week, some of the following will be very familiar.] 

  

We have discussed why an academic author simplified this paragraph… 

Thus, the EAEC agency of the Eurasian Economic Union is not the equivalent of the EU’s politically independent 
executive body, the European Commission, which functions as the guardian of the agenda and the guardian of 
the treaties. The fact that the EAEC is not similar to the European Commission has two consequences. First, the 
absence of an independent supranational guardian of the agenda could result in an uneven progression of the 
integration process. International experience shows that integration may move expeditiously when the 
economic situation is stable and member states’ enthusiasm for trade liberalization is high. In times of economic 
crisis, however, member states fully dedicate their resources to resolving their domestic problems and often 
neglect their integration agenda. Second, the European Commission, in its function as the guardian of treaties, 
serves an important role in enforcing member-state compliance with the EU’s norms, as it has the right to 
investigate and commence proceedings before the Court of Justice of the European Union against any member 
state that fails to follow EU law. The lack of analogous authority within the EAEU could lead to the failure to 
ensure fulfillment of the obligations of member states or proper application by them of the provisions of EAEU 
law. 

Into this paragraph… 

The EAEC agency of the Eurasian Economic Union is not the equivalent of the European Union’s politically 
independent executive body, the European Commission, which may in particular enforce EU law by monitoring 
the application of EU law and, where necessary, commencing proceedings before the Court of Justice of the 
European Union against any member state that fails to follow EU law. The lack of analogous authority within 
the EAEU could lead to failure to ensure proper fulfillment by EAEU member states of the provisions of EAEU law. 

But even this much shorter version could be further simplified. On the back of the handout, try simplifying it even 
more. I will give you about 15 minutes to work by yourselves, then I will have you gather into your small groups, 
share and discuss your efforts, and prepare a single version to share with the class. Each of your teams has at least 
one member with a laptop, so please type the final version approved by your team, save it into my USB drive, and 
select someone to come up, display it on the overhead, and discuss what changes you made to the author’s 
second version and why. 



  

[After the team presentations, show the class how an editor revised it.] 

The executive body of the Eurasian Economic Union is not as powerful as the European Union’s. The European 
Commission monitors and enforces EU law. Where necessary, it initiates action before EU’s Court of Justice 
against member states that fail to comply. Because EAEC lacks such authority, EAEU member states may ignore 
its laws without consequence. 

What do you think about this version? I have copied and pasted this and all of your versions onto this one 
overhead projection. If you had to choose, which one would you select and why? The editor’s version or one of 
your versions? 

  

I have prepared a video for you to watch tonight that demonstrates other ways to simplify your academic writing. 
Please watch that and take the short quiz on our e-learning site. Then, I want you by yourselves to try to simplify a 
paragraph from another academic article. This is the article’s first paragraph. Tonight I want you to try your hand 
at editing it, correcting English errors if needed, and simplifying it. Tomorrow we will again have you meet in your 
small groups to share your ideas and again present to the class one revised version from each team. 

  

Mobile impact on business – past, present and future 

Mobile technologies influence business in many different and sometimes unexpected ways. Mobile technologies 
influence communications, media, supply chain and customer relations, entertainment, health, banking, 
advertisement, safety, art, lifestyle, education, voting and politics, religious practices, dating and sexual 
behavior and many other aspects of life (Ciaramitaro, 2011). Several preconditions were necessary for mobile 
technologies to develop so fast and to become a norm in everyday life and business. Mobile technologies started 
to develop quickly when firstly Internet connections became easy and massive volumes of information could be 
move without difficulties. Secondly, physical power of the processors in mobile devices became powerful and 
affordable enough to work with these volumes of information for pictures, programs, video and audio contents. 
Thirdly, software and applications followed the power of the servers and hardware, as providers of the devices 
created relatively low barriers to enter to the market of applications. So, mobile technologies emerged as a 
result of the combination of all these factors. Mobile technologies became fast, reliable, safe, cheap and 
convenient for customers.  As infrastructure became developed mobile technologies created new opportunities, 
uncertainties and for some sectors they present a clear threat, as are many innovations even in classic 
Schumpeterian terms (Corrocher and Zirullia 2004, Perry 2013) 

 Do you have any questions about what we’ve been talking about or about your assignment? OK. We’ll see you 
tomorrow. 

[Next day after teams review each other’s revisions, they create a “team version” and present it to the class for 
review, comments and suggestions.] 

Thanks for sharing improved versions. Just so you know, the editor of this article did not make this much shorter, 
but he did make is simpler. Simpler does not always mean shorter. He broke the paragraph into two paragraphs, 
and in the first one he removed any discussion that did not relate to business. The first version was talking about 
the impact of technology on religion, dating, sexual behavior, etc., which has little to do with business. So he 
replaced those with additional aspects of business impacted by mobile technologies. 



Mobile technologies influence business in many different and sometimes unexpected ways. Mobile technologies 
influence public relations (including media, investor, employee, supplier, government and customer relations), 
marketing, accounting, banking, human resources, training, employee safety, supply chain, product 
development, and many other aspects of business and the entire environment in which the business operates 
(Ciaramitaro, 2011). 

In examining these two paragraphs, they really do cover two separate topics. But sometimes keeping paragraphs 
shorter has its own value. You may have noticed that newspaper paragraphs in Western newspapers are rarely 
more than three sentences long because journalists have found that short paragraphs make an article more 
skimmable, and long paragraphs are psychologically formidable. Newspapers also keep paragraphs shorter than 
other publications because newspaper columns are typically very narrow -- only about 2 inches wide, so even a 3-
sentence paragraph can look quite long. So, in simplifying our writing look for reasons to make paragraphs shorter. 
Let’s go on with what is now a second paragraph. 

Several preconditions were necessary for mobile technologies to develop so rapidly and to become a norm in 
everyday life and business. Mobile technologies started to develop quickly when Internet connections became 
increasingly available and powerful enough for handle massive volumes of data. Then affordable processors in 
mobile devices also became powerful enough to handle large files of pictures, programs, video and audio 
content. Improved applications needing such power were created, and mobile device manufactures offered 
relatively low barriers for new applications to enter the market. Smart phones and smart pads spread quickly as 
mobile technologies became fast, powerful, cheap, reliable and convenient for customers.  Mobile technologies 
now provide new, exciting opportunities.  They also provide new challenges, and for some sectors major 
disruption, as do many innovations, as described by Shumpeter (Corrocher & Zirullia, 2004; Perry, 2013) and 
more recently by Christensen (2014). 

In the first part of the paragraph in portions colored GREEN and ORANGE, some words were simplified and 
grammar improved. Notice that in BLUE, two sentences in the first version became one short sentence in the 
revision. But the long sentence in RED in the original paragraph became two short sentences in the second version. 
As you see, there is not just one way to simplify and clarify our writing. Often academic writing is made clearer 
with use of more common words. In some cases it means shorter writing; in other cases longer writing in order to 
add more explanation. In some cases we should break a long compound sentence into two, and in other cases 
rewrite two wordy or redundant sentences into one sentence that is still quite short.  

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

So, we have talked about the importance and value of simplifying and clarifying our academic writing and ways 
that it can be accomplished. You have done some simplifying and clarifying by yourselves and received feedback 
first by your peers, then by me. Now it’s time for you to try it alone for me to provide individualized feedback. This 
following paragraph is from the same article as our last guided practice. This first draft was written by a professor 
whose first language was Kazakh, and he still struggles sometimes with his English. So part of your simplifying and 
clarifying this paragraph will involve fixing his faulty grammar. In other cases it will involve simplifying the 
vocabulary and the sentence structure. I’ll give you 20 minutes to see how well you can improve this paragraph. 

Fast changes in mobile technologies, when every year or even every season producers create new and powerful 
devices, is also a challenge for all, as customers can lose focus and face a risk to be disoriented. Not everyone is 
able to follow the novelties and say the difference between various versions of the devices. Maturity of the 
products and services in mobile world is so fast that investors in hardware and production lines are facing tough 
competition and cost challenges. Providers of applications and software have opportunities to reach the wide 
global audience but from other side they have to upgrade constantly and live in sever global competition with 
the same type of small and versatile companies and with huge digital giants as well.   



 
ASSESSMENT 

 Instructions: The following paragraphs are copied from a foreign graduate student’s early draft of her thesis. 

We are taking this exam in a computer lab so you can access the MS Word version of these paragraphs and 
make appropriate changes and corrections digitally. You have the option of rewriting the entire text or just 
making corrections in original draft. You are free to access online tools, including dictionaries and encyclopedias, 
to help you better understand certain concepts shared in these paragraphs. This may be necessary so that you, 
in turn, can simplify and clarify this text in your revised version. We will use the same scoring rubric that we 
have used in your previous assignments in this module, giving emphasis to: 

· Spelling and grammar 

· Punctuation 

· Simplicity 

· Clarity 

· Flow 

· And overall readability 

You have up to 90 minutes to complete this exam. When you are done, you will upload it to our e-learning 
system. 

 
Many scientists express a big concern due to reduction in participation in political life. The youth is the key indicator 
to explain the reasons for decrease in political activity. The involvement in political activity grows with the life, but 
due to low interest and participation of young people in political life the older people are getting involved the more. 
(Miller, 1992). Even though the Twenty-Sixth Amendment was issued the young people have been still idle in 
political engagement, in particular in registration, voting and other activities (Keeter et. Al., 2002; Lopez & Kirby, 
2003; Soule, 2001). Notwithstanding the fact that political participation has reduced among both young and older 
people, the young are still the least active (see Delli Carpini, 2000). 

The Putnam’s hypothesis (1993, 2000) describing the social and political participation difference has been the best 
answer to explain the reduction in political activity among young people. The Putnam states that in creating the 
social capital the social involvement serves a turning key in performing the political action, and that democratic 
action is made up by the social capital and causes the cooperation and trust between the people (Coleman, 1990). 
Putnam supposed (2000) that a strong reduction in political activity during the past half century has occurred due 
to decrease of social capital. As a matter of fact in 1993 and 1994 the 18 to 29 aged young people seemed to be 
half the amount of those the same age people participating in social events twenty years ago (Putnam, 2000, 
p.252).   

Eventhough the Putnam’s hypotheses are being difficult to understand (see Skocpol & Fiorina, 1999; Winter, 2003), 
and there are might be other sources to get the social capital (Winter, 2003) the scientists do confess the 
importance of social involvement and support the Putnam’s concern about the reduction of community associations 
(Galston, 2004; Keeter et al., 2002; Skocpol & Fiorina, 1999).  According Putnam’s hypothesis about decrease in 
political participation has well-known explanation of such decline. This hypothesis explains the role of civic 
engagement in political processes. Putnam states that civic activity is an important precursor to political action by 
virtue of its role in building social capital, and that social capital is a critical ingredient for democratic action by 
facilitating cooperation and interpersonal trust. Putnam also explained that decline in social capital may be a cause 
of political disengagement.  



 


